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Chelan-Douglas Transportation Council (CDTC) announces a  

call-for-projects to distribute $4,718,665 for transportation 

improvements in Chelan and Douglas counties.  
 

 
 

Application Deadline:  June 7, 2019 
Completed project application forms with all required attachments must be submitted in electronic 

format by 5:00 p.m. on June 7, 2019. Please email all documents to chad@chelan-douglas.org. 

 

Introduction 

The Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBG) and Transportation Alternatives Program (TA), both 

authorized by Congress in the FAST ACT, are suballocated to metropolitan regions for local prioritization and 

project selection. CDTC will select projects based on a competitive evaluation of project merit and benefit to the 

region’s transportation system and communities.  

 

Eligible Recipients 

Eligible recipients for STBG funding include Chelan County, Douglas County, incorporated cities and towns 

within the two counties, Link Transit, Port of Chelan County, Port of Douglas County, and the Washington State 

Department of Transportation. 

 

For projects that meet the criteria for TA funds (explained below), additional eligible recipients include natural 

resource and public lands management agencies, tribes, school districts and schools, and any governmental entity 

with responsibility for oversight of recreational trails. Non-profit organizations cannot be direct recipients but 

may partner on a coordinated application with any of the above-listed agencies that may be willing to sponsor and 

administer a project on their behalf.  

 

Eligible Projects 

This call-for-projects combines funding from two different programs with overlapping eligibility. The TA 

program is limited to non-motorized and other non-roadway improvements, as detailed below. STBG funds can 

be used for a much wider array of roadway preservation and improvements or transit projects but can also fund 

TA-eligible projects.  

 

A minimum of $588,580 must be award to projects that meet eligibility for the TA program. Because this amount 

is only a minimum, this call-for-projects is being carried out as an integrated grant program. Successful applicants 

will receive either STBG or TA funding, or a mix of both sources of funds, at the Council’s discretion.  
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CDTC has not prioritized any priority categories of eligibility or specific project types; any of the following 

eligible uses of funds may be submitted for consideration. 

         

Eligible TA projects: 
 

✓ Construction, planning and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 

other non-motorized forms of transportation including sidewalks, bicycle infrastructure, pedestrian and 

bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting and other safety related infrastructure, and 

transportation projects to achieve compliance with ADA 
 

✓ Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects that will provide safe routes for non-

drivers, including children, older adults, and that allow individuals with disabilities to access daily needs 
 

✓ Construction of roadside turnouts, overlooks and viewing areas 
 

✓ Inventory, control and removal of outdoor advertising 
 

✓ Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities 
 

✓ Roadside vegetation management practices and erosion control 
 

✓ Archaeological activities relating to impacts from a transportation project 
 

✓ Environmental mitigation including pollution abatement and stormwater management 
 

✓ Projects to reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or to restore habitat connectivity 
 

✓ Trail and trailhead projects eligible for the federal Recreational Trails Program 
 

✓ Projects and activities eligible for the Safe Routes to Schools Program 

   

      Eligible STBG projects: 
 

✓ Construction of roads, bridges and tunnels 
 

✓ Public transit capital projects 
 

✓ Infrastructure-based ITS capital improvements 
 

✓ Operational improvements and capital and/or operating costs for traffic management 
 

✓ Highway and transit safety infrastructure improvements and programs, including railway-roadway grade 

crossings 
 

✓ Environmental measures eligible under 23 U.S.C. 119(g), 328 and 329 
 

✓ Recreational trails, pedestrian and bicycle projects including modifications to comply with ADA 
 

✓ Painting, scour countermeasures, seismic retrofits, impact protection measures, security countermeasures 

and protection against extreme events for bridges and tunnels, and inspection and evaluation of bridges 

and tunnels 
 

✓ Surface transportation planning 
 

✓ Any project listed above as eligible under the Transportation Alternatives Program 
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For comprehensive details on program requirements and eligibility, please view the Federal Highway 

Administration Guidance and the WSDOT Local Agency Guidelines using the following web links:  

 

Surface Transportation Block Grant Program: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/   
 

Transportation Alternatives: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/  

 

Non-federal Matching Funds  

CDTC will only award STBG or TA funds to fully funded projects that can be implemented according to a clear 

project delivery schedule. Applicants are required to “match” the requested federal funds with additional non-

federal funds. Match funds can be committed to the project directly from the applicant, from additional local 

partner agencies, or in certain cases from other non-federal grant programs.  The minimum proportion of match 

funding is 13.5 percent (13.5%) of total project costs.  

 

CDTC may award funds to projects that rely on unsecured match funding from a secondary grant program. In 

such case, the applicant must submit a letter as part of the application signed by its highest elected official 

committing to project implementation in the event other sources of matching funds are ultimately not secured. 

Such projects are permitted two (2) application cycles for any other source of grant funding.  

 

After two unsuccessful attempts the applicant will notify CDTC of its schedule for initiating project development 

with adequate local matching funds. Grantees unable to initiate project development will automatically forfeit all 

previously-awarded STBG and/or TA funding.   

   
Project Delivery Schedule  

CDTC is required to ensure the timely expenditure of federal STBG and TA funds by working with grant 

recipients to achieve a minimum annual target of ongoing fund expenditure (measured by the date of construction 

authorization, or “obligation” of funds). As such, applications must clearly demonstrate that federal funds can be 

obligated within a four (4) year period ending FFY 2023 (September 2023).  

 

Applicants are encouraged to consult with Paul Mahre, WSDOT North Central Region Local Programs Engineer, 

in the development of the project delivery schedule. For projects that include a right-of-way acquisition phase, 

applicants are strongly encouraged to schedule the project construction phase at least one full year after the right-

of-way acquisition phase.   

 

Applications that identify unsecured, non-federal matching funds must include identify a schedule of dates for any 

other grant program application submittals.  
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Evaluation Process 
 

Technical Review  / June 20, 2019  

Each project submitted by the application deadline will be reviewed by CDTC staff and the members of the 

CDTC Technical Advisory Committee. Projects will be evaluated and subsequently approved based on: 

• Compliance with eligibility requirements;  

• Clarity of project details, engineering assumptions, technical accuracy and reasonableness; and 

• Readiness to proceed and overall project schedule and delivery risk based on environmental permitting, 

right-of-way or community acceptance. 

 

Project Presentations  / July 11, 2019 

The final slate of candidate projects approved by the Technical Advisory Committee will advance to the CDTC 

governing board. Each applicant will have the opportunity to make a presentation to the governing board. Council 

members rely heavily on these presentations in carrying out the project evaluation and ranking process. 

 

Project Ranking  / August 8, 2019 

Following the project presentations each governing board member will conduct a “forced-pairs” evaluation 

process based on a combination of submitted application materials, information gathered during the sponsor 

presentations and their independent discretion as elected officials. The resulting rank-order list of projects will be 

reviewed by the governing board. A final rank-order project array will be adopted and a preliminary selection of 

funded projects will be established for public review and subsequent programming in the Regional Transportation 

Improvement Program.     

 

Final Selection  / October 10, 2019  

Following a public outreach and comment period during the month of September, the selection of projects will be 

finalized (with potential for modifications to the priority array) upon Council adoption of the 2020-23 Regional 

Transportation Improvement Program. Written notification of award will then be sent to each funding recipient. 

 
Questions? 

For questions about program requirements, the application form or the project evaluation process please contact: 

Jeff Wilkens, CDTC Executive Director at (509) 663-9059.   

 

For questions about project development, scheduling and federal-aid procedures please review the WSDOT Local 

Agency Guidelines at https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Publications/Manuals/M36-63.htm or contract Paul Mahre, 

WSDOT Local Programs Engineer at (509) 667-3090 

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Publications/Manuals/M36-63.htm

