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Wenatchee Valley Transportation Council 

Confluence Technology Center 

285 Technology Center Way, Wenatchee 

June 9, 2011 – 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 

MEETING MINUTES     

 

 

ATTENDEES:  

Dennis Johnson, City of Wenatchee  Keith Goehner, Chelan County  

Ken Stanton, Douglas County  Richard DeRock, Link Transit 

Dan Sarles, WSDOT  Mark Spurgeon, Port of Douglas County 

Mike Mackey, Port of Chelan County  Russell Clark, City of Rock Island  

Steve Lacy, City of East Wenatchee  Bill Haven, NCRTPO Liaison 

Jerry Litt, WA State Transportation Commission 

Jenae Mill 

STAFF:   Jeff Wilkens, Executive Director 

  Patrick Walker, Transportation Planner 

  Kathy Bruno, Clerk of the Board 

 

GUESTS: Paul Mahre, WSDOT  Don McGahuey, City of East Wenatchee 

  Steve Hair, KOHO/KOZI  Royal DeVaney, Town of Waterville 

  Gordon Irle, City of Cashmere Steve King, City of Wenatchee 

  Bruce Bagley, Citizen     

 

1) CALL TO ORDER  

 

 The meeting was called to order by Chair Dennis Johnson at 9:00 a.m.    

2)  INTRODUCTIONS AND AGENDA REVIEW 

 Introductions were made around the room.  There were no agenda changes. 
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3)  CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda including May 12, 2011 minutes, May 25 Special meeting minutes, checks numbered 

238474-288485 for June in the total amount of $5,242.51 and payroll in the amount of $28,793.52 for 

May was approved unanimously on a motion by Mark Spurgeon.  

4)  OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no public comments. 

5)  BUSINESS ITEMS  

5(a) Adoption of FY 2012 Budget and Unified Planning Work Program 

   Jeff Wilkens explained that this action item seeks combined approval for the budget and Unified 

Planning Work Program (UPWP) since WVTC is now on the state fiscal year and they both coincide with 

each other. The Executive Committee recommends not including cost of living increases for employee 

salaries, and no increase in member dues. The Executive Committee also identified a desire to make 

member dues more equitable for all members and to continue working on that issue after the budget is 

approved. Richard DeRock recommended spending more of the federal grant funding, rather than holding 

it in reserves. Jeff then reviewed the UPWP, and both were approved unanimously on a motion by 

Richard DeRock. 

6) REPORTS & DISCUSSION ITEMS 

6(a) Pangborn Airport Update – Greg Phillips 

Greg Phillips gave a presentation about Pangborn Airport’s short-range and long-range goals (the 

presentation is in the file). 

Representative Mike Armstrong gave a brief update on the results of the 2011 legislative session. He 

stated that the transportation budget was the only budget that passed on time during the regular 

session. The Governor announced that she will appoint a Transportation Advisory Group (TAG) to 

recommend a new revenue package for transportation next year. The group will consist of at least four 

legislators, who will come up with three or four revenue options to take to the next legislative session for 

consideration and then possibly a vote on the 2012 ballot next fall. He explained that the new revenue 

package will have to include funding for maintenance and preservation, along with funding for cities and 

counties, not just new projects. Representative Armstrong also mentioned that the Joint Transportation 

Committee is beginning their tours around the state next week, and will tour Wenatchee in September.  
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6(b) Metropolitan Transportation Plan: Performance Measures 

This item was tabled until next month. 

6(c)  Statewide Transportation Partnership Update (Commissioner Mike Mackey) 

This update was covered with Representative Armstrong’s legislative update. 

6(d) Loop Trail Steering Committee Update 

Jeff Wilkens reported that the Land Trust will be presenting a report to the East Wenatchee City Council 

and Douglas County Commissioners within the next few week, and noted that there seems to be 

consensus among the steering committee participants that the land underlying the trail needs to be sold 

by WSDOT and purchased by a public entity for public use. 

6(d) Director’s Report & Member Roundtable 

Jeff Wilkens reported on the following: 

 The Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO) has begun lobbying on behalf of 

small MPOs for the new transportation authorization bill. A debate has begun about the idea of 

raising the designation threshold for MPOs from 50,000 in population to 200,000. There are over 

200 existing MPOs under the 200,000 population level. This type of change would also affect 

funding levels for other areas of local government. AMPO’s position is to automatically 

grandfather the smaller MPOs so they have the choice to remain in existence.  

 The 2011 Federal Discretionary grant project prioritization was sent forward and went through 

the statewide ranking at WSDOT. The East Wenatchee “Grant Road and James Street Pedestrian 

Crossing” was ranked seventh statewide under the Transportation and Community and System 

Preservation Program, and the Chelan County “Chickamin Bridge” was ranked second statewide 

under the Public Lands Highway Discretionary segment.  
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Title VI Notice to Public 

It is the Wenatchee Valley Transportation Council’s (WVTC) policy to assure that no person shall, on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin and sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any 
federally funded programs and activities. Any person, who believes he/her Title VI protection has been 
violated, may file a complaint with the WVTC Title VI Coordinator at (509) 663-9059.   

Members provided the following reports and updates: 

 Ken Stanton with Douglas County reported that the Canyon B Bridge work is still ongoing. He felt 

the temporary round about by Odabashian Bridge worked very well.  

 Dan Sarles with WSDOT reported that all five lanes on the Sellar Bridge should be open within a 

couple of weeks. The east approach is scheduled to begin soon, and the right-of-way acquisition 

for the west approach has begun. 

 Bill Haven with the City of Entiat stated that the city has received grants for the waterfront trail 

project. 

 Mark Spurgeon with the Port of Douglas County reported they have received $60,000 for a cross-

docking study from the state. The study won’t be complete until sometime next year. 

 Richard DeRock with Link Transit stated that the electric trolley has arrived and is now licensed. 

The slow charger is installed and working faster than originally thought. The fast charger should 

be inspected next week and then will be certified if everything goes well during the inspection. 

Link is looking at September or October for full implementation of the new trolley system. The 

general fare increase begins July 1st, and Link currently has 4,000 boardings per day, which is the 

highest ever. There will also be a 12% service cut on October 3, 2011, but things are beginning 

to stabilize. 

 Mike Mackey with the Chelan County Port District stated that he would like to take feedback from 

this group to the Transportation Partnership Committee regarding the Transportation Advisory 

Group’s new tax revenue package. 

 Steve King with the City of Wenatchee reported that the city has opened bids for the audible 

signals at the Chelan and Orondo intersection.  

7) NEW BUSINESS/ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.    

APPROVED ON August 11th, 2011 

ATTEST: 

  

Dennis Johnson, Chairman  

 Jeff Wilkens 

               Executive Director 


